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Local Home Ownership Program helps to launch 

the U.S. Department of Energy’s Builders Challenge

Anne Perkins, Director of Home Ownership Programs for Rural Development, Inc. (RDI), was in Orlando, Florida at the International Builder’s Show on February 14th to join with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) in announcing a new national energy-saving initiative.  Called the Builders Challenge, this voluntary initiative challenges builders to build homes that use 30% less energy than a typical new home built to code. Energy Secretary Samuel W. Bodman honored Ms. Perkins as a “Pioneering Builder.”

The DOE is challenging homebuilders to build 220,000 high performance homes by 2012.  These homes must achieve a 70 or better on the new EnergySmart Home Scale (also known as the HERS Index).  This scale allows buyers to understand at a glance, how the energy performance of a particular home compares with others. Like the Miles Per Gallon sticker on a new car, the EnergySmart number tells a new home buyer just how energy efficient their new home is.

Through industry partnerships and existing programs, the Builders Challenge will promote the use of market-tested and cost-effective energy efficiency strategies.  The Challenge will support, recognize, and reward builders for achieving higher levels of energy efficiency.  DOE's goal is that, by 2030, new home buyers will have the option to buy a cost-effective Net-Zero Energy Home (NZEH) anywhere in the United States.  Learn more at: www.buildingamerica.gov/challenge.

RDI, a non-profit builder of affordable green homes in Franklin County and the North Quabbin.   region, builds homes that exceed the DOE’s challenge.  For example, two RDI homes currently for sale in Athol are expected to use 40% less energy than a home built to code.

“RDI is committed to building energy efficient homes and is pleased to partner with the DOE to promote consumer awareness,” said Anne Perkins.

The Wisdom Way Solar Village, under construction by RDI in Greenfield, is a condominium community of twenty near Net-Zero Energy Homes.  These homes are expected to achieve a 21 on the EnergySmart Home Scale, using 79% less energy than a typical new home built to code.  Learn more at:  www.ruraldevelopmentinc.org. or call (413) 863-9781 ext. 149 for information.

